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1. CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. Voelz called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

2. DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
There was a quorum present with 4 board members being present at the start and the 5th arriving 
later. 
President-Blair Voelz 
Vice-President-Cynthia Peterson 
Director-Jake Spooner : arrived at 9:15 a.m. 
Director-George Burger 
Director-David Schaad 
Others Present-Legal Counsel-Rebecca Smith, William Vanderwaal from Reclamation District #108, 
Donita Hendrix, Gary Marler Superintendent from Reclamation District #108 and Cathy Busch from 
Reclamation District #108 
 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND ADDING ITEMS TO THE POSTED AGENDA 
To add an agenda item, it must fit into one of the following categories: a) A  
majority determination that an emergency (as defined by the Brown Act) exists; or b) a 4/5ths 
determination that the need to take action that arose after the agenda being posted. 
Mr. Voelz request the addition of item 6. I under General Business: Consideration of Approval of 
Resolution 2018-11-Recognition of Donita Hendrix years of services. 
 
M/S/C: Peterson/Burger: to approve the amended agenda  
Ayes: Peterson, Burger, Schaad, Voelz 
Noes: None 
Absent: Spooner 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
The public may comment on matters with the Board’s jurisdiction.  The presiding officer may place 
reasonable limits on the time afforded to each speaker.  The Board will not be able to act on 
matters brought to its attention under this item until a future board meeting.   
 
William Vanderwaal introduced Gary Marler from Reclamation District #108.  Mr. Marler is the 
District Superintendent over operations.  Mr. Marler has tracking devices installed on their 
company trucks for the employees’ safety.  The device not only tracks locations but preset 
guidelines for safety such as braking and speeding. The program also has a diagnostic program for 
engine troubles. The cost is approximately $19.99 per month and installation is $75. Mr. 
Vanderwaal was concerned for Steve’s safety with office not being open daily and thought this 
was a good option.  The Board discussed the matter and had apprehension whether Steve would 
feel his privacy invaded. Another option was discussed using Steve’s phone as a tracking device.  
Staff will discuss this topic with Steve and the Board will re-evaluate at the next meeting. 
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5. MONTHLY RECURRING ITEMS 
A. *Consider approval August 22, 2018 Board meeting minutes 

The Board reviewed the minutes 
M/S/C: Schaad/Peterson: to approve the submitted minutes of August 22, 2018 
Ayes: Schaad, Peterson, Spooner, Burger and Voelz 
Noes: None 
Absent: None 

B. *Review and consider accepting financial reports 
The Board reviewed the financials and had some questions on various reports. 
M/S/C: Peterson/Burger: to approve the submitted financial reports 
Ayes: Peterson, Burger, Schaad, Spooner, and Voelz 
Noes: None 
Absent: None 
 

6. GENERAL BUSINESS 
A. *Determination of Health Insurance Premium 2019. 

The Board packet included comparison of last year’s premium and the 2019 premium.  The 
health insurance plan of Soares choice had an increase of $73.30 per month. The personnel 
policy states “The District contributes up to $450 per month (or such amount as the Board 
approves in the future) toward such employees PERS Health Insurance Plan.  The Board 
discussed the options.   
M/S/C: Schaad/Spooner: The District continues to pay 100% of Soares health insurance 
premium in 2019 
Ayes: Schaad, Spooner, Peterson, Burger and Voelz 
Noes: None 
Absent: None. 
 

B. *Review USBR O&M Report and possible determination of direction of funds. 
The Bureau of Reclamation has submitted 2017 fiscal year Central Valley Project annual 
reconciliation report.  The 2017 report shows the District owes $11,328.99 in operations 
expenses according to water sales for 2017 but according to District water payments we have 
an overpayment of $18,704.80. The District has in the past applied overpayment to the 
balance due and any excess payment to a voluntary payment for next year’s operations.  The 
Bureau of Reclamation does not issue refunds but will apply overpayments to future or past 
obligation.  In 2016 the District had an overpayment of $63,598.71 which was to be applied 
to 2017 Bureau operations expenses.  Ms. Hendrix emailed the Bureau of Reclamation’s 
office questioning why the $63,598.71 was not applied or carried forward in 2017.  The 
Bureau’s reply was they are reviewing the District’s obligations on the Central Valley Project 
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operations back to 2005 and could not apply any credit at this time.  This is something the 
District needs to monitor to be sure that all credits are applied correctly.  
M/S/C: Peterson/Burger: To apply the District’s overpayment of $18,704.80 to the balance 
due of $11,328.99 and to apply the excess of $6,169.60 as a voluntary payment on the 
Central Valley Project operations on 2018. 
Ayes: Peterson, Burger, Schaad, Spooner and Voelz 
Noes: None 
Absent: None  
 

C. Update on Annexations 
Mr. Vanderwaal met with Rich Robertson, Natalie Wolder, and Jake Berens and the NCAO 
Real Estate Manager on Thursday, August 30, 2018.  The Bureau provided a copy of their 
annexation checklist.  The Bureau has a streamline process which the land has be already 
irrigated 5 years previously, a sum of 500 acres and land not classified as Class 6 soil.  If these 
criteria are not met, the annexation is handled by the Denver Office, which takes longer.  
Land cannot be annexed if the evaluation is greater than 360. 
 
The parcels requested for annexation from Doherty and Kalfsbeek were submitted to Jake 
Berens from the Bureau and he ran them in the USBR system, the results were Kalfsbeek is 
mostly 4S and 3, and a little bit of Class 6 and Doherty property is all Class 6. The Class 6 soil 
requires USBR reclassification. 
 
Mr. Vanderwaal also met with Dan Ruiz (Westside WD Manager) to seek their cost on recent 
annexation.  Mr. Ruiz reported the LAFCO cost was $3,500 (Colusa County) and USBR costs as 
being about $10,000 and could have been more if cultural resources investigation had been 
done and soil reclassification was required. 
 
Kalfsbeek has stated interest in going forward with their annexation and the finalization of 
their contract was being review by the District’s legal counsel and Kalfbeek’s attorney.  As the 
meeting date, Kalfbeek’s attorney had not contacted Mrs. Smith.  Mr. Doherty has stated 
interest in annexing more property at the end of the canal.   
 
D. Policy Review of Annexation Policy-Smith/Vanderwaal 
Mrs. Smith discussed options to revision in the District’s annexation policy. 

1. Sunset time line after annexation application inactivity of one year 
2. Payment of the last 6 years of charges for facility capital repayment and for 

operations and maintenance charges.  (Keep item 4. In policy).  Installments 
payments will be acceptable in 6 years increments. 

3. If using water before annexation process is completed will follow District’s rules and 
regulations for water 

4. Keep a renewal $10,000 balance in annexation account 
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5. Consideration of annexing acreages into the District that is not serviced by the 

District’s system or water contract for sustainable groundwater management which 
is reference as white areas  

Yolo County GSA is discussing ways to annex lands in the white area into water districts 
for the purposes of collecting fees for management, compliance to groundwater 
management and a voice in the GSA.  Mr. Vanderwaal included in the board packet, maps 
depicted in orange who have stated an interest in annexation.  Most of the property 
would be annexed into Yolo Flood Control but there is land that would be best serviced 
by the Dunnigan Water District or Reclamation District #108.  The Board discussed the 
process of collecting fees, 218 process and consideration of neighboring GSA process. 
 
This matter will be discussed later when information surfaces. 

 
E. *Update on Sites Reservoir Project-Spooner/Vanderwaal 

Preview of Landowner Meeting to be held at 10:00 AM, Tuesday, October 2, 2018 at the 
Dunnigan Fire Hall. 
 
Mr. Vanderwaal had prepared a PowerPoint presentation for the landowner meeting and 
went over every slide for the Board to comment. The Board decided the deadline for 
investors to finalization their commitment to pursue Phase 2 or withdraw would be on 
October 15th. The Board discussed the process for Phase 2 payment and refunds to investors 
that withdraw.  Mr. Vanderwaal will prepare the process of payment and refund slide for the 
landowners meeting. The Board discussed items they will need for landowners meeting such 
as projector, screen and chair set up. 
 
*TC-4 Participation 
Mr. Vanderwaal met with Jamie Traynham (Davis WD), Zack Dennis (La Grande WD), and 
representatives of Cortina WD.  Proberta WD and 4M WD are withdrawing from the Sites 
Project due to costs.  The remaining districts are continuing at their current levels of 
investment in the Sites Project and are interested in continued joint participation in the Sites 
JPA Board at a reduced level.  Phase 2 participation in the Sites JPA Board can be done with 
one of two classifications: 

1. Full Member- This requires $60,000 annual fees to pay JPA operations 
2. Associate Member- This requires $5,000 annual fees to pay for JPA operations. (At 

this level an organization is not allowed to vote on the JPA Board, but may participate 
in AD Hoc committees as voting members) 
 

A chart included in the Board packet included Cortina WD, Dunnigan WD, Davis WD and 
LaGrande WD at $5,000 Associate Member.  Dunnigan WD charges would be $2,739.73 based on 
the Phase 1 level of investment but lower if the overall quantity is reduced. 
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M/S/C: Schaad/Peterson: Dunnigan Water District will participate as an Associate 
Member of the Sites JPA under the group referred as TC-4 and to be reviewed once an 
improvement district is formed. 
Ayes: Schaad, Peterson, Burger, Spooner and Voelz 
Noes: None 
Absent: None 

 
 

F. Update on the Yolo Sub-Basin Groundwater Agency (YSGA)-Burger 
Mr. Burger was unable to attend the YSGA due to a medical emergency. 
This topic was discussed under annexation policy. 
 

G. Update on Yolo County Water Resources Association-Peterson  
Mrs. Peterson reported the meeting was short.  David Guy from the Northern California Water 
Association presented updates on the State Water Board Quality Control Plan and other 
legislative information. 
 

H. Update on the Colusa Basin Drainage District-Vanderwaal 
William Vanderwaal was appointed to Colusa Basin Drainage District (CBDD) Board of 
Directors as the water district representative for Yolo County portions of the CBDD.  Cathy 
Busch reported the CBDD is operating with a positive balance since their district manager is 
working part-time and the extra funds from his reduced salary to their debt.  Mr. Vanderwaal 
has been appointed to lead the Project Committee and will be working to partner with other 
districts on groundwater recharge using flood and stormwater to help reduce, eliminate and 
recover subsidence. 
 

I. Consideration of approval of Resolution 2018-11 Recognition of Donita Hendrix years of service 
Mr. Voelz read the resolution recognizing Donita Hendrix 16 years of service with the water 
district.  Mr. Voelz voiced his personal appreciation and the Board gave their best wishes to Ms. 
Hendrix 
 
M/S/C: Peterson/Burger: to approve Resolution 2018-11 in recognition of Donita Hendrix years of 
service. 
Ayes: Peterson, Burger, Schaad, Spooner and Voelz 
Noes: None 
Absent: None 

 
7. TEHAMA COLUSA CANAL AUTHORITY (TCCA) ACITIVITES-Schaad 

The Bureau of Reclamation reported many engineers are working on completing plans to raise Shasta 
Dam. 



DUNNIGAN WATER DISTRICT 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MINUTES 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 27, 2018 

9:00 AM 
3817 FIRST STREET, DUNNIGAN, CALIFORNIA 

530-724-3271 
 

 
6 | P a g e  

 

 
The Bureau of Reclamation plans on having the Ability to Pay study completed by October 2019. 
 
The repairs on pumping plant motor #6 has been delayed due the summer fires. 

 
8. MANAGER’S REPORT 

A. 2018 water usage-rainfall and Shasta Dam level 
B. District operations 
C. Management Transition to RD-108 Staff 
D. Schoolhouse update 
E. LAFCO Sphere of Influence Review 

The Board reviewed the water usage report and Shasta Dam level.  Mr. Vanderwaal reported that the 
District had a line break near delivery 6-44 on McAravy’s property on Road 89. 
 
Reclamation District #108 (RD 108) hired two office staff personnel.   One received a better counter offer 
from her previous job and the other one was released within one week.  They will be interviewing new 
applicants in mid-October and should have new staff on board by end of October.  
 
Mr. Vanderwaal had spoken with Rich Robertson from the Bureau of Reclamation on the schoolhouse 
demolition or sale of the property.  Mr. Robertson will be researching the District’s options. 
 
The Bureau of Reclamation added a new workshop date on review of the WINN Act to October 3rd at the 
Tehama Colusa Canal in the afternoon. 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
___________________________  
President 
       ________________________________  
       William Vanderwaal, Secretary/Manager 

 
 

 
 

 


